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School of Law on July 8 as part of the Mandela Washington
Fellowship for Young African Leaders.
The Fellows are in Bloomington as part of the six-week
Leadership in Civic Engagement Institute at IU, and will
connect with members of the Law School’s faculty and
staff for a discussion on various legal topics, including:
Assistant Dean for International Programs Lesley
Davis will present on the Americans with Disabilities
Act and facilitate a conversation with the Fellows to
allow them to share their experiences with disability,
accessibility and inclusion in their respective
countries;
Professor Emeritus Kevin Brown will present on a
number of issues facing Black Americans, including
how the American legal system typically resolves
racial disputes, changing racial and ethnic ancestry
of Blacks in the United States, Affirmative Action, and
racial and ethnic socioeconomic conditions across
the country; and
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Fellows’ session at the Law School, presenting “The
U.S. Constitution in Governing Through the Rule of
Law and American Legal Thought.”
This year will mark the third time the Mandela Washington
Fellows have spent a day at Maurer during their visit to IU.
“We’re honored to host this distinguished group of
emerging civic leaders at the Law School again this year.
The Maurer community is enriched by learning from their
experiences on the African continent and we are delighted
to have the opportunity to share the expertise of our faulty
on issues of interest to the group,” said Interim Dean
Christiana Ochoa. “We’re honored to play a role in their
time here in Bloomington.”
The Mandela Washington Fellowship, the flagship program
of the Young African Leaders Initiative (YALI), empowers
young African leaders through academic coursework,
leadership training, mentoring, networking, professional
opportunities, and local community engagement. YALI was
created in 2010 and supports young Africans as they spur
economic growth and prosperity, strengthen democratic
governance, and enhance peace and security across
Africa.
Since 2014, the U.S. Department of State has supported
nearly 5,100 Mandela Washington Fellows from across
Sub-Saharan Africa to develop their leadership skills and
foster connections and collaboration with U.S.
professionals. The cohort of Fellows hosted by Indiana
University is part of a group of 700 Mandela Washington
Fellows hosted at 27 educational institutions across the
United States.
In addition to their session at the Law School, the Fellows
will have unique opportunities for learning and developing

skills and technical capacity in areas such as community
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development, volunteerism, grassroots activism,
leadership, social entrepreneurship, philanthropy, and
fundraising for non-profits.
After their Leadership Institutes, Fellows will travel to
Washington, D.C. to participate in the Mandela Washington
Fellowship Summit, where they will take part in networking
and panel discussions with each other and with U.S.
leaders from the public, private, and non-profit sectors.
Funded by the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of
Educational and Cultural Affairs and implemented by IREX,
Leadership Institutes offer programs that will challenge,
motivate, and empower young leaders from Africa to
tackle the challenges of the 21st century.
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